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Celebrating the Ingenious Skills of Tribes
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From the hunting peoples of Canada to the hunter-gatherers of Africa, tribal peoples have found ingenious

ways of surviving over thousands of years.

For many tribal peoples, continuous immersion in nature over thousands of years has resulted in a profound

attunement to the subtle cues of the natural world.

Acute observations have taught tribes how to hunt wild game and gather roots and berries, how to sense
changes in climate, predict movements of ice sheets, the return of migrating geese and the flowering

seasons of fruit trees.

Sophisticated hunting, tracking, husbandry and navigation techniques have also lbeen the ingenious

responses of tribal peoples to the challenges of varied, and often hostile, environments.

The development of such observations and skills is not only testament to the latent creativity of humans and
their extraordinary ability to adapt, but has also ensured that when living on their lands, employing the

techniques they have honed over generations, tribal peoples are typically healthy, self-sufficient and happy.
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Joanna Eede was an editorial consultant to Survival International with a particular interest in the
relationship between man and nature and tribal peoples. She has created and edited three
environmental books, including Portrait of England (Think Publishing, 2006) and We are One: A
Celebration of Tribal Peoples (Quadrille, 2009). Joanna writes for newspapers and magazines on subjects
such as the repatriation of wild Przewalski horses to Mongolia, the whales of the Alboran sea, the
chimpanzees of the Mahale rainforest, uncontacted tribes of the Amazon rainforest and the Hadza

hunter gatherer people of Tanzania. Future ideas include a book about Tibet's nomads.
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Researchers, conservationists, and others share stories, insights and ideas about Our Changing Planet,
Wildlife & Wild Spaces, and The Human Journey. More than 50,000 comments have been added to 10,000
posts. Explore the list alongside to dive deeper into some of the most popular categories of the National

Geographic Society’s conversation platform Voices.

Opinions are those of the blogger and/or the blogger’s organization, and not necessarily those of the
National Geographic Society. Posters of blogs and comments are required to observe National

Geographic’s community rules and other terms of service.

Voices director: David Braun (dbraun@ngs.org)
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More than 100 years ago, writer & photographer Eliza Scidmore became our first female board member. "
raise her up today because she deserves to be recognized," writes @InsideNatGeo board chair @jeancase
in @Forbes. #InternationalWomensDay https://t.co/PgDmLxiKbA

Jean Case @ @jeancase - 2h

“Many of these intrepid women have chosen to go to the front lines of the unknown, often at great peril,
to bring back stories, findings and images that have helped to change the world.” @NatGeo
@NatGeoExplorers #InternationalWomenDay

https://t.co/8DQpXZmdhU

Nat Geo Explorers @ @NatGeoExplorers - 8h

It only takes one woman to inspire a generation.

#InternationalWomensDay #PressForProgress #TimelsNow
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