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n D
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3 C

o
m

m
ents

 Jo
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T
here is a m

o
ving

 m
o

m
ent in the film

 Bo
rn Free, w

hen Elsa the lio
ness w

alks acro
ss an A

frican savannah

to
w

ard
s the co

up
le w

ho
 hand

-reared
 her.  She had

 sp
ent a w

eek trying
 to

 fend
 fo

r herself in no
rthern Kenya.

A
s she ap

p
ro

aches them
, they see that their exp

erim
ent hasn’t w

o
rked

: She is thin, b
lo

o
d

ied
 and

 lim
p

ing
.

Jo
y and

 G
eo

rg
e A

d
am

so
n w

ere attem
p

ting
 to

 return the lio
ness they lo

ved
 to

 the w
ild

, b
ut her injuries

p
ro

ved
 to

 G
eo

rg
e that she w

as unab
le to

 survive in her natural hab
itat.  She had

 g
ro

w
n to

o
 accusto

m
ed

 to

hum
an care.  Elsa w

as, in fact, no
 lo

ng
er w

ild
.

“W
hat’s w

ro
ng

 w
ith a zo

o
 anyw

ay?” G
eo

rg
e asks Jo

y. “Is freed
o

m
 so

 im
p

o
rtant?”

“Yes!” cries Jo
y w

ith p
assio

n. “She w
as b

o
rn free and

 she has the rig
ht to

 live free!”

T
he 1964 film

 w
as b

ased
 o

n the ep
o

nym
o

us no
vel b

y autho
r Jo

y A
d

am
so

n.  T
he b

o
o

k, w
hich sp

ent 13 w
eeks

at the to
p

 o
f T

he N
ew

 Yo
rk T

im
es Best Seller list, d

escrib
es raising

 Elsa to
 m

aturity after she w
as o

rp
haned

 as

a tiny cub
.

Jo
y’s “clum

sy little velvet b
ag

” w
as a yo

ung
 lio

ness w
ith “p

erfect m
anners” w

ho
se p

aw
s b

ecam
e d

am
p

 w
hen

she w
as nervo

us and
 w

ho
 p

referred
 to

 sleep
 stretched

 o
ut o

n m
etal-fram

ed
 cam

p
 b

ed
s instead

 o
f the

A
frican earth and

 w
ho

 w
ho

 fell asleep
 w

ith Jo
y’s thum

b
 in her m

o
uth even as an ad

ult. Fo
r the first few

 years

o
f her life she and

 her tw
o

 sisters lived
 w

ith G
eo

rg
e, Jo

y and
 a p

et ro
ck-hyrax called

 Pati-Pati, at their G
am

e



W
a

rd
e

n
’s

 h
o

u
s
e

 in
 K

e
n

y
a

’s
 N

o
r
t
h

e
rn

 F
ro

n
t
ie

r D
is

t
ric

t
.  A

ft
e

r h
e

r s
is

t
e

rs
 w

e
re

 s
e

n
t
 t

o
 R

o
t
t
e

rd
a

m
 z

o
o

, E
ls

a

jo
in

e
d

 J
o

y
 a

n
d

 G
e

o
rg

e
 o

n
 s

a
fa

r
i, t

ra
v

e
llin

g
 a

c
ro

s
s
 t

h
e

 a
n

c
ie

n
t
 d

ry
 la

k
e

b
e

d
 o

f t
h

e
 C

h
a

lb
i d

e
s
e

r
t
, t

o
 t

h
e

v
o

lc
a

n
ic

 s
lo

p
e

s
 o

f t
h

e
 M

a
rs

a
b

it
 M

o
u

n
t
a

in
s
 a

n
d

 t
o

 t
h

e
 w

h
it

e
 b

e
a

c
h

e
s
 o

f K
e

n
y

a
’s

 c
o

a
s
t
.

T
h

e
 c

o
u

p
le

’s
 a

t
t
e

m
p

t
s
 t

o
 t

e
a

c
h

 E
ls

a
 h

o
w

 t
o

 h
u

n
t
 a

n
d

 s
u

r
v

iv
e

 o
n

 h
e

r o
w

n
 w

e
re

 u
lt

im
a

t
e

ly
 s

u
c

c
e

s
s
fu

l, a
n

d
 s

h
e

w
a

s
 re

t
u

r
n

e
d

 t
o

 t
h

e
 w

ild
.

Film
ing

 in K
enya

F
ilm

in
g

 o
f E

ls
a

’s
 life

 s
t
o

ry
 b

e
g

a
n

 in
 M

e
r
u

 N
a

t
io

n
a

l P
a

rk
, o

n
 t

h
e

 s
lo

p
e

s
 o

f M
o

u
n

t
 K

e
n

y
a

, in
 1

9
6

4
.  T

h
e

 rô
le

s
 o

f

J
o

y
 a

n
d

 G
e

o
rg

e
 w

e
re

 p
la

y
e

d
 b

y
 h

u
s
b

a
n

d
 a

n
d

 w
ife

 a
c

t
o

r
s
, V

irg
in

ia
 M

c
K

e
n

n
a

 a
n

d
 B

ill T
ra

v
e

rs
, w

h
ile

 m
o

re
 t

h
a

n

t
w

e
n

t
y

 d
iffe

re
n

t
 lio

n
s
 w

e
re

 u
s
e

d
 t

o
 re

p
re

s
e

n
t
 E

ls
a

, in
c

lu
d

in
g

 c
u

b
s
 s

e
n

t
 fro

m
 E

t
h

io
p

ia
 b

y
 E

m
p

e
ro

r
 H

a
ile

S
e

la
s
s
ie

 a
n

d
 t

w
o

 –
 “G

irl” a
n

d
 “B

o
y

” –
 w

h
o

 h
a

d
 o

n
c

e
 b

e
e

n
 m

a
s
c

o
t
s
 fo

r t
h

e
 R

o
y

a
l S

c
o

t
s
 G

u
a

rd
s
 in

 N
a

iro
b

i.

T
h

e
 c

a
m

e
ra

 c
re

w
 s

h
o

t
 s

c
e

n
e

s
 fro

m
 t

h
e

 s
a

fe
t
y

 o
f a

 c
a

g
e

, b
u

t
 V

irg
in

ia
 a

n
d

 B
ill re

fu
s
e

d
 a

c
t
o

r
 d

o
u

b
le

s
; in

s
t
e

a
d

,

b
y

 w
o

rk
in

g
 c

lo
s
e

ly
 w

it
h

 G
e

o
rg

e
 (t

h
e

 m
a

in
 t

e
c

h
n

ic
a

l a
d

v
is

o
r o

n
 t

h
e

 film
), t

h
e

y
 w

e
re

 s
o

o
n

 w
a

lk
in

g
 o

n
 t

h
e

ir

o
w

n
 w

it
h

 t
h

e
 lio

n
s
, p

la
y

in
g

 fo
o

t
b

a
ll w

it
h

 t
h

e
m

 a
t
 d

a
w

n
 a

n
d

 s
h

a
rin

g
 lu

n
c

h
e

s
 o

f h
a

rd
 b

o
ile

d
 e

g
g

s
 a

n
d

 s
a

rd
in

e
s
.

V
irg

in
ia

 a
n

d
 B

ill d
e

v
e

lo
p

e
d

 a
 “d

e
e

p
 a

n
d

 h
u

m
b

lin
g

” b
o

n
d

 w
it

h
 “G

irl” in
 p

a
r
t
ic

u
la

r.

T
h

e
 A

c
a

d
e

m
y

-
a

w
a

rd
 w

in
n

in
g

 film
 w

a
s
 n

o
t
 o

n
ly

 a
 b

o
x

-
o

ffic
e

 h
it

, b
u

t
 a

 p
ro

fo
u

n
d

ly
 life

-
c

h
a

n
g

in
g

 e
x

p
e

rie
n

c
e

fo
r t

h
e

 a
c

t
o

r
s
. In

 h
e

r
 jo

u
rn

a
ls

, V
irg

in
ia

 w
ro

t
e

 t
h

a
t
 le

a
v

in
g

 A
fric

a
 w

a
s
 “a

g
o

n
y

”, a
s
 w

a
s
 s

a
y

in
g

 g
o

o
d

b
y

e
 t

o
 t

h
e

m
a

n
y

 “E
ls

a
s
” w

h
o

 s
t
a

rre
d

 in
 B

o
rn

 F
re

e
. “G

u
id

e
d

 b
y

 G
e

o
rg

e
 a

n
d

 J
o

y
, w

e
 b

e
g

a
n

 t
o

 u
n

d
e

r
s
t
a

n
d

 h
o

w
 e

v
e

ry

a
n

im
a

l is
 in

d
iv

id
u

a
l a

n
d

 t
h

a
t
 w

ild
 a

n
im

a
ls

 b
e

lo
n

g
 in

 t
h

e
 w

ild
,” s

h
e

 w
ro

t
e

.
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 A
n Elep

hant C
alled

 Slo
w

ly

It w
as, ho

w
ever, the fate o

f an elep
hant nam

ed
 Po

le Po
le (Sw

ahili fo
r “slo

w
ly, slo

w
ly”) that w

as the catalyst fo
r

“Z
o

o
 C

heck”, the o
rg

anisatio
n Bill and

 V
irg

inia estab
lished

 w
ith their so

n, W
ill Travers, to

 challeng
e the

keep
ing

 o
f w

ild
 anim

als in cap
tivity.

A
s a tw

o
 year o

ld
, Po

le Po
le had

 b
een taken fro

m
 the w

ild
 as a g

ift fo
r Lo

nd
o

n zo
o

 b
y the Kenyan

g
o

vernm
ent. She sp

ent six w
eeks o

n the film
 set o

f “A
n Elep

hant called
 Slo

w
ly” in her native Kenya b

efo
re

b
eing

 flo
w

n to
 the U

.K
.

M
o

re than a d
ecad

e later, Bill and
 V

irg
inia visited

 her in her co
ncrete enclo

sure in Reg
ent’s Park Z

o
o

, w
here,

as V
irg

inia w
ro

te, she “sw
ayed

 ab
no

rm
ally to

 and
 fro”. W

hen they called
 her nam

e, ho
w

ever, she turned
,

trum
p

eted
 in reco

g
nitio

n, reached
 acro

ss the m
o

at w
ith her trunk, and

 to
uched

 their hand
s. T

he Z
o

o
,

p
erhap

s stung
 b

y V
irg

inia’s criticism
, tried

 to
 m

o
ve the elep

hant to
 their larg

er co
untry facility at W

hip
snad

e

b
ut the m

o
ve failed

, Po
le Po

le d
am

ag
ed

 a leg
 and

 w
as euthanized

 so
o

n after, at the yo
ung

 ag
e o

f 16.

Fo
und

ed
 in 1984, Z

o
o

 C
heck w

as im
m

ed
iately d

ism
issed

 as a “9 d
ay w

o
nd

er” b
y Lo

nd
o

n Z
o

o
.  But m

o
re than

30
 years o

n, and
 just o

ver 20
 years after Bill’s d

eath, w
hat is no

w
 called

 the Bo
rn Free Fo

und
atio

n and
 its U

.S.

sister o
rg

anisatio
n, Bo

rn Free U
SA

, are g
lo

b
ally-resp

ected
, internatio

nal w
ild

life charities w
ith 10

0,0
0

0



sup
p

o
rters and

 a £5 m
illio

n b
ud

g
et.
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B
o

r
n

 F
re

e
’s

 a
p

p
e

a
ls

 h
a

v
e

 ra
is

e
d

 t
h

o
u

s
a

n
d

s
 o

f d
o

lla
r
s
 a

n
d

 p
o

u
n

d
s
 fo

r a
n

im
a

l re
s
c

u
e

 a
n

d
 re

h
a

b
ilit

a
t
io

n

o
p

e
r
a

t
io

n
s
 in

 d
o

z
e

n
s
 o

f c
o

u
n

t
rie

s
. T

h
e

 o
rg

a
n

is
a

t
io

n
 e

x
p

o
s
e

s
 h

o
rrific

 a
n

im
a

l c
r
u

e
lt

y
: lio

n
s
 k

e
p

t
 in

 c
a

g
e

s
 k

n
e

e
-

d
e

e
p

 in
 e

x
c

re
m

e
n

t
; e

le
p

h
a

n
t
s
 p

o
a

c
h

e
d

 in
 t

h
e

ir t
h

o
u

s
a

n
d

s
 fo

r t
h

e
ir iv

o
r
y

; m
o

o
n

 b
e

a
rs

 p
a

in
fu

lly
 m

ilk
e

d
 fo

r

b
ile

; d
o

lp
h

in
s
 s

w
im

m
in

g
 lis

t
le

s
s
ly

 in
 filt

h
y

 s
w

im
m

in
g

 p
o

o
ls

.

S
u

c
h

 b
a

r
b

a
r
ic

 t
re

a
t
m

e
n

t
 h

a
s
 in

fo
rm

e
d

 B
o

r
n

 F
re

e
’s

 e
t
h

o
s
, w

h
ic

h
 lie

s
 in

 c
o

m
p

a
s
s
io

n
 fo

r t
h

e
 in

d
iv

id
u

a
l a

n
im

a
l.  It

b
e

lie
v

e
s
 t

h
a

t
 a

n
im

a
ls

 s
u

c
h

 a
s
 lio

n
s
 h

a
v

e
 m

u
lt

i-
fa

c
e

t
e

d
 p

e
r
s
o

n
a

lit
ie

s
, a

n
d

 t
h

a
t
 t

h
e

y
 e

x
p

re
s
s
 t

r
a

it
s
 s

u
c

h
 a

s
 jo

y
,

re
g

re
t
, s

a
d

n
e

s
s
, h

a
p

p
in

e
s
s
 a

n
d

 lo
v

e
: a

 b
e

lie
f b

o
rn

e
 o

u
t
 b

y
 E

ls
a

 a
n

d
 a

ls
o

 b
y

 C
h

ris
t
ia

n
, a

 lio
n

 c
u

b
 b

o
u

g
h

t

d
u

rin
g

 t
h

e
 s

w
in

g
in

g
 s

ix
t
ie

s
 fro

m
 t

h
e

 p
e

t
 d

e
p

a
rt

m
e

n
t
 o

f L
o

n
d

o
n

’s
 H

a
rro

d
s
 s

t
o

re
.

C
hristian the Lio

n

C
h

ris
t
ia

n
 s

p
e

n
t
 t

h
e

 firs
t
 fe

w
 m

o
n

t
h

s
 o

f h
is

 life
 in

 a
 fu

rn
it

u
re

 s
h

o
p

 o
w

n
e

d
 b

y
 frie

n
d

s
 A

c
e

 B
o

u
r
k

e
 a

n
d

 J
o

h
n

R
e

n
d

a
ll b

e
fo

re
 b

e
in

g
 p

la
c

e
d

 in
 t

h
e

 c
a

re
 o

f G
e

o
rg

e
 A

d
a

m
s
o

n
, w

h
o

 s
u

c
c

e
s
s
fu

lly
 re

t
u

rn
e

d
 h

im
 t

o
 t

h
e

 K
e

n
y

a
n

w
ild

s
.  A

ft
e

r a
lm

o
s
t
 a

 y
e

a
r o

f liv
in

g
 fre

e
, h

is
 e

m
o

t
io

n
a

l re
u

n
io

n
 w

it
h

 A
c

e
 a

n
d

 J
o

h
n

 o
n

 a
 ro

c
k

y
 o

u
t
c

ro
p

 in
 K

o
ra

N
a

t
io

n
a

l P
a

rk
 w

a
s
 c

a
p

t
u

re
d

 o
n

 film
 b

y
 B

ill. H
is

 “e
m

b
ra

c
e

 o
f lo

v
e

”, a
s
 V

irg
in

ia
 d

e
s
c

rib
e

d
 it

, s
h

o
w

e
d

 t
h

a
t
 t

h
e

b
o

n
d

s
 o

f a
ffe

c
t
io

n
 w

e
re

 s
t
ill s

t
ro

n
g

.
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O
t
h

e
r a

n
im

a
ls

 h
a

v
e

 n
o

t
 e

x
p

e
rie

n
c

e
d

 C
h

ris
t
ia

n
’s

 c
o

m
fo

rt
a

b
le

 e
a

rly
 life

, n
o

r t
h

e
 c

h
a

n
c

e
 o

f fre
e

d
o

m
.  M

a
n

y

h
a

v
e

 e
x

p
e

rie
n

c
e

d
 e

n
o

rm
o

u
s
 c

ru
e

lt
y
, s

u
c

h
 a

s
 A

n
t
h

e
a

 a
n

d
 R

a
ffi, t

w
o

 lio
n

s
 t

h
a

t
 w

e
re

 re
s
c

u
e

d
 fro

m
 a

 t
in

y
 c

a
g

e

a
t
o

p
 a

 re
s
t
a

u
ra

n
t
 in

 T
e

n
e

rife
.  B

o
rn

 F
re

e
’s

 p
h

o
t
o

 a
lb

u
m

 is
 p

e
p

p
e

re
d

 w
it

h
 s

im
ila

rly
 h

e
a

rt-
b

re
a

k
in

g
 s

t
o

rie
s
 a

n
d

im
a

g
e

s
: a

 s
o

lit
a

ry
 B

la
c

k
 rh

in
o

c
e

ro
s
 k

n
e

e
lin

g
 d

e
s
p

o
n

d
e

n
t
ly

 in
 a

 c
o

n
c

re
t
e

 e
n

c
lo

s
u

re
 s

u
rro

u
n

d
e

d
 b

y
 b

a
rb

e
d

-

w
ire

; K
im

b
a

 t
h

e
 e

m
a

c
ia

t
e

d
 lio

n
e

s
s
 b

a
re

ly
 a

b
le

 t
o

 s
t
a

n
d

 in
 a

n
 It

a
lia

n
 c

a
g

e
, h

e
r b

a
c

k
 le

g
s
 w

e
a

k
e

n
e

d
 b

y

m
a

ln
u

t
rit

io
n

 a
n

d
 c

a
n

c
e

r; S
im

b
a

 t
h

e
 c

irc
u

s
 lio

n
 s

t
a

rin
g

 m
o

u
rn

fu
lly

 t
h

ro
u

g
h

 t
h

e
 w

ire
 m

e
s
h

 o
f h

is
 b

e
a

s
t
 w

a
g

o
n

.

“
W

ild
 a

n
im

a
ls

 s
u

c
h

 a
s
 lio

n
s
, w

h
ic

h
 a

re
 s

o
c
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n

’t
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u
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n

e
ly

, s
t
e

rile
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x
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t
e

n
c

e
 b

e
h

in
d

b
a

rs
,” s

a
y

s
 V

irg
in

ia
 M

c
K

e
n

n
a

. “
T

h
e

y
 b

e
lo

n
g

 in
 p

rid
e

s
 in

 t
h

e
 A

fric
a

n
 w

ild
e

rn
e

s
s
, w

it
h

 g
ra

s
s
 p

la
in

s
 u

n
d

e
rfo

o
t

a
n

d
 a

 c
o

m
p

le
x

 e
c

o
s
y

s
t
e

m
 in

 w
h

ic
h

 t
o

 t
h

riv
e

”.

W
h

e
re

 p
o

s
s
ib

le
, t

h
e

 o
rg

a
n

is
a

t
io

n
 re

h
a

b
ilit

a
t
e

s
 c

a
p

t
iv

e
 a

n
im

a
ls

 t
o

 t
h

e
 w

ild
.  F

o
r t

h
o

s
e

 w
h

o
 h

a
v

e
 b

e
e

n
 t

o
o

p
h

y
s
ic

a
lly

 o
r m

e
n

t
a

lly
 d

a
m

a
g

e
d

 b
y

 life
 in

 a
 c

a
g

e
, t

h
e

 p
ro

s
p

e
c

t
 o

f a
 “life

 w
o

rt
h

 liv
in

g
” is

 p
ro

v
id

e
d

 a
t

S
a

n
c

t
u

a
rie

s
 c

re
a

t
e

d
 o

r s
u

p
p

o
rt

e
d

 b
y

 t
h

e
 F

o
u

n
d

a
t
io

n
, s

u
c

h
 a

s
 S

h
a

m
w

a
ri, a

 w
ild

life
 re

s
e

rv
e

 o
n

 S
o

u
t
h

 A
fric

a
’s

E
a

s
t
e

rn
 C

a
p

e
, L

ilo
n

g
w

e
 w

ild
life

 c
e

n
t
re

 in
 M

a
la

w
i, o

r t
h

e
 B

o
rn

 F
re

e
 P

rim
a

t
e

 S
a

n
c

t
u

a
ry

 n
e

a
r S

a
n

 A
n

t
o

n
io

, T
e

x
a

s
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 t
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 b
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 b
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 b
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Bo
rn Free launched

 their “Elep
hant Em

erg
ency” cam

p
aig

n in 20
14, to

 fig
ht the illeg

al ivo
ry trad

e. “Elep
hants

are o
n the b

rink acro
ss m

o
st o

f A
frica,” says W

ill Travers, no
w

 Bo
rn Free’s Presid

ent. “O
n averag

e, an elep
hant

is killed
 every 15 m

inutes and
 then b

utchered
 fo

r its ivo
ry tusks.  It is a d

isg
race.” V

irg
inia M

cKenna ag
rees,

“H
o

w
 can this still b

e g
o

ing
 o

n in the 21st century? W
e have b

etrayed
 them

.”

Tw
o

 new
 rep

o
rts, Ivo

ry’s C
urse and

 O
ut o

f A
frica, p

ub
lished

 b
y Bo

rn Free U
SA

 in asso
ciatio

n w
ith the research

team
s at C

4A
D

S, have exp
o

sed
 the so

p
histicated

 crim
inal netw

o
rks that are b

ehind
 m

uch o
f A

frica’s elep
hant

p
o

aching
. H

R
H

 T
he D

uke o
f C

am
b

rid
g

e referred
 to

 the rep
o

rts in his ad
d

ress to
 the W

o
rld

 Bank in

D
ecem

b
er 20

14.

Elsa’s Sp
irit

A
n early scene in the film

 “Bo
rn Free” d

ep
icts V

irg
inia and

 Bill (as Jo
y and

 G
eo

rg
e) taking

 the lio
ness acting

as ‘Elsa’ o
n a trip

 to
 Kenya’s co

ast. T
hey p

lay vo
lleyb

all w
ith her o

n the lo
ng

 stretches o
f W

atam
u b

each, and

sw
im

 w
ith her am

o
ng

 the b
lue w

aters and
 co

ral g
ard

ens o
f the Ind

ian O
cean.  T

he lio
ness g

rim
aces slig

htly

as she p
ad

s g
ing

erly into
 the o

cean, w
hiskers tw

itching
, V

irg
inia ho

ld
ing

 her tail.

It is a rem
arkab

le scene, and
 the w

arm
th o

f the acto
rs’ affectio

n fo
r the lio

ness is p
alp

ab
le. T

hey d
id

n’t kno
w

it at the tim
e, b

ut their lives had
 chang

ed
 fo

rever.  A
head

 o
f them

 stretched
 years o

f cam
p

aig
ning

 fo
r the

lib
erty and

 d
ig

nity o
f w

ild
 creatures.

“I never m
et Elsa the lio

ness,” w
ro

te V
irg

inia, “ …
 b

ut her sp
irit led

 m
e to

 w
here I stand

 to
d

ay.”
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